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BULLETIN OF THE ART INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO 



DEATH OF A. A. SPRAGUE 

A LBERT ARNOLD SPRAGUE, 
f\ for twenty- four years a Trustee of 
* *> the Art Institute, died suddenly 
on January 10, 1915. He was born in 
Randolph, Vt, in 1835, spent his youth 
on a farm, receiving 
his early school train- 
ing at Kimball Union 
Academy, and later 
attended Yale Col- 
lege from which he 
was graduated in 
1859. In 1862 he 
came to Chicago and 
became the founder 
of the wholesale gro- 
cery house which is 
now Sprague, War- 
ner and Co. Up to 
the very time of his 
death Mr. Sprague 
was vigorous and ac- 
tive in business af- 
fairs. After the great 
fire of 1871 he was 
one of the group of 
energetic and coura- 
geous Chicagoans 
who immediately set 
to work to rebuild 
their city and to stimulate its growth. 
In 1882 Mr. Sprague helped in the 
organizing of the Commercial Club, of 
which he was later president. From 1887 
to 1890 he was president of the Chicago 
Relief and Aid Society. He also was a 
trustee of Rush Medical College, the 
Presbyterian Hospital and the Chicago 
Orphan Asylum, and a director of the 
Chicago Telephone Company, the Com- 
monwealth Edison Company and the 
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Northern Trust Company, of which he 
was one of the organizers. 

Mr. Sprague was very much interested 
in the Presbyterian Hospital and the Chi- 
cago Orphan Asylum, and they are both 
beneficiaries by his will. To the Art Insti- 
tute he has bequeathed $50,000. The in- 
come of this sum is to 
be paid to certain ben- 
eficiaries during their 
lifetime; and upon 
their death the prin- 
cipal sum will be paid 
to the Art Institute. 

This bequest is a 
final testimony of Mr. 
Sprague' s loyalty to 
the Art Institute, with 
which he has been 
closely connected 
since its organization 
in 1879 when he 
was elected a Gov- 
erning Member. In 

1890 he was made a 
Trustee and since 

1891 he has served 
on the Executive 
Committee. In 1914 
he was made a Ben- 
efactor of the Art In- 
stitute, a title given 

to any friend who has contributed $25,000 
or its equivalent. Mr. Sprague was un- 
failingly interested in the welfare of the 
Institute and was a most faithful attendant 
at the meetings of the Board of Trustees. 
Mrs. Sprague and her daughter, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Sprague Coolidge, have presen- 
ted to the Art Institute, in memory of Mr. 
Sprague, a painting "Virgin, Infant 
Christ and St. Catherine" by Anthony 
Van Dyck. 
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